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I placed before the meeting1, for the third time today, the terms
that I told them the Government were prepared to offer, and I told
them further that these would form an acceptable compromise, if some
provision was made for highly educated Indians and Mr. Sorabjee's
re-instatement; but the meeting would not listen to anything short of
repeal of the Asiatic Act and the recognition of highly educated
Indians under the general clause of the Immigrants' Restriction Act.
All I could persuade them to accept was that, the statutory right being
recognized, there would be no objection to an administrative discrimina-
tion against educated Indians so that only the most highly edu-
cated Indians could enter. The meeting was most enthusiastic, and
what was intended to be a meeting for a few delegates only became a
general mass meeting. It was attended by three of the most eminent
Indians2 in South Africa, who have, as you know, come over from
Natal, but who were pre-war residents and who had a large stake in the
country before the war. Most of the influential Indians from Pretoria
who have submitted to the Act also came and sympathized. After much
difficulty, I was able to persuade the meeting to unanimously agree to
the following:

1.    Mr. Sorabjee to be re-instated, with full   residential  rights.

2.    All prisoners to be discharged.

word "ultimatum" is not found in the text of General Smuts* speech in the Transvaal
Legislative Assembly of August 21 as reported in Indian Opinion.   He did, however,
mention the letter which, he said, disappointed his hopes of a settlement. For an abbre-
viated text of speech, vide Appendix X. This word was used in Indian Opinion as a title
for Essop Mia's letter to the Colonial Secretary of July 6, 1908 (pp. 342-5) and later
to describe this letter of August 20.] One reason why this letter was held to be an
ultimatum was that it prescribed a time-limit for a reply- [Neither the letter of August
14 (pp. 451-2) which Gandhi speaks as the "ultimatum", nor the letter of August 20
which appeared in Indian Opinion under the title "What Is an Ultimatum?" prescribes
any time-limit.   Was there a further letter by the satyagrahis, which has not been
traced?]..,The ultimatum was to expire on the same day the bill was to be carried
through the Legislature.    [The first reading of the Asiatics* Voluntary Registration
Validation Bill in the Legislative Assembly was on August 13.  This Bill was, according
to Indian Opinion, subsequently dropped and an amended Bill, which made further
concessions to the Asiatics, was passed finally by the Legislative Council on August
22.] ~A meeting had been called some two hours after the expiry of the time-limit to
hold the public ceremony of burning the certificates.   [Registration certificates were
burnt at both the mass meetings of August 16 and 23," 1908.]   We had all reached the
place of meeting early and arranged for the Government's reply by wire.*. the meeting
was held at 4 o'clock on the grounds of the Hamidia Mosque at Johannesburg (August
. 16, 1908).,.*A volunteer arrived with a telegram from the Government in which
they.. .announced their inability to -change their line of action."
1 No report of this meeting  is available.  The proceedings,   like this   letter,
may well have been intended to be private.
2 Dawad Mahomed, Parsee Rustomjee and M. G, Anglia